Her breathing became difficult, and there was some dysphagia. On admission, the pain was through the right side of chest, from the sternum to the shoulder, and down the right arm. It was increased on swallowing, and was so severe as to require hypodermic injections of morphia.
There was dulness at the right infra-clavicular region, extending to the fourth intercostal space ; also at the supra-spinous and infra-spinous regions of the same side, as low as the middle of the scapula. In this case, the condition of peril of the patient soon after the commencement of anaesthetic, prevented the introduction of more than four needles at one time, and these must have been at a considerable distance from each other; nevertheless, the condition found after death appears to indicate that the various operations had induced some amount of coagulation in the part of the sac which the needles had reached. From the clinical point of view the benefit was decided; and the fact that the patient repeatedly wished and asked for further operative interference, is the best possible evidence of the relief afforded to symptoms from time to time.
